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PART 1.

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPT

You are to write short answers to ALL THREE QUESTIONS about an unseen excerpt of drama.  Answer the questions about the dramatic text in a performance context.  Each question if of equal value.

You must write you answers in the space provided.

1. You have been asked to outline a characterisation for either Darlene or Carleton based on the information supplied by the script excerpt.  Justify your choices and decisions of characterisation using specific examples from the text.  Focus on:  a) VERBAL COMMUNICATION

    b) NON VERBAL COMMUNICAITION

	Example Only 

VERBAL COMMUNICATION

Your Choices
	Justification of Choice
	Evidence From Text

(quote line numbers)

	I would speak like………
	The reason I would is……..
	Line 7 – 10 “What do you think you’re doing”




____________________________________________________________

ROLE CHOSEN:_____________________________________________

VERBAL COMMUNICATION

	YOUR CHOICES
	JUSTIFICATION OF CHOICE
	EVIDENCE FROM TEXT

(Quote line numbers)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION

	YOUR CHOICES
	JUSTIFICATION OF CHOICE
	EVIDENCE FROM TEXT

(Quote line numbers)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. Elements of Production should develop and enhance the mood of a performance.  You are the set designer for a production of this script excerpt.  Use a diagram to demonstrate your vision of the stage.  Show main features such as entrances / exits, furniture, levels, audience placement … etc.  Justify your choices and decisions with specific references to the text.

DIAGRAM

Justification of Choice
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3. Director’s must be aware of the portrayal of dramatic tension in a performance.  Demonstrate how you would direct the actor’s movement (ie. blocking) in order to portray the dramatic tension in the excerpt.  Use diagrams to illustrate your decisions and choices, and justify them with specific examples from the script.

Write your answer in the space provided.

	DIAGRAM


	JUSTIFICATION

And supporting evidence

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Louise K Phillips

There is a sound of a car pulling up, a door closing.  A woman appears in the doorway.  An apparition.  Almost.  She is Darlene Meta, 20 to 21 years old, dressed in a very proper skirt-and-blouse combination; she is definitely out of her element.


DARLENE:  Is this really a tattoo parlor?

5
        (CARLETON is too stunned to reply)


DARLENE: Yoo-hoo.


CARLETON: You talking to me, lady?


DARLENE:  Is this where people come to get tattooed?


CARLETON: I guess so.  I know they don’t come here to buy groceries.

10
DARLENE:  Good. Stay where you are and I’ll be right back … I just have to pay the cab-driver…

   
        …Don’t go away.


CARLETON:  Wait a minute, lady!


        (Too late.  The apparition has vanished.)

CARLETON:  I’m not open for business now.  I just had the door open so I could listen to the rain.

15
        (DARLENE returns carrying a small green suitcase and an umbrella.  We hear the cab

   
        driving off)


CARLETON:  I wouldn’t let that cab go if I were you.


DARLENE:  Why not?


CARLETON:   Because … Oh forget it.

20
        (In the light we can see that DARLENE has been crying, her eyes are slightly puffed)

DARLENE:  Can I put my suitcase down?


CARLETON:  As long as you’re not planning to move in.


DARLENE: You don’t know how glad I am to find a place like this.  I’ve been looking all over for a 


        Tattoo parlor, and the cab-driver remembered that there was one down by the docks.

25
CARLETON:  You’re not a lawyer by any chance?


DARLENE:  I’m going to be an architect.


CARLETON: Oh


DARLENE:  Why?


CARLETON:  Because as soon as somebody says that they’ve been looking all over for me, I know 

30
        it means trouble.


        (CARELTON closes the door)


DARLENE:  Why did you close the door?


CARLETON:  There are not too many things to do with a door.  You open it. You close it.  I usually


        close it when I have a client.  What’s the matter?  You frightened?

35
DARLENE (Frightened): No.  I’m not frightened.  Your place just seems different with the door


        closed.


CARLETON:  You should have seen it before the roof was put on.  Look, if it’ll make you feel any


        better, I’ll keep the door open. (He opens the door.)  But if anybody sees somebody like you


        in here, they’ll just come walking right in, and some of them are pretty rough.  All I guarantee

40
        is the permanence of the tattoo.  I can’t guarantee the personal safety of my customers.  I 


        used to have a sign that said it, but it’s been torn down.


DARLENE:  You’re right.   Perhaps you’d better keep it closed.


CARLETON (Closing the door):  I don’t care which.  Must make up your mind.  After all, I didn’t invite


        you here.

45
DARLENE:  You didn’t seem to be afraid of the people walking in on you.


CARLETON:  If I were in a different line of business, I’d be afraid, but, as it is, nobody steals tattoos


        …Want a beer?


DARLENE:  No, thank you.  It took me three drinks to get here . . . Pink Ladies.


CARLETON:  How about some tea.  I’ll put some tea on.

50
DARLENE:  Tea?


CARLETON: Yeah, you know. Tea . . . Help dry you out.

DARLENE:  Oh no. You’re not going to drug me and sell me to some white slave trader.  Just give


        me my tattoos and I’ll go home.


CARLETON: just give you your tattoos and you’ll go home.  What do you think I do, lady? Just put it 

55
        in a paper-sack like a chicken-salad sandwich?  Tattooing isn’t done like that.


DARLENE:  Why must everything be so complicated? When my brother and I were growing up, we’d 


        buy these pictures for a penny, spit on them, and rub them right on to our skin.


CARLETON:  If you want something like that, you go to a dime store, not a tattoo parlor.


DARLENE:  You call this a parlor?

60
CARLETON:  I wasn’t planning on entertaining Queen Victoria tonight.


DARLENE:  There’s not need to take that tone with me.


CARLETON:  Well, we don’t spit on our tattoos around here.


        (He finds a glass, spits into it to clean it for the tea, wipes it out with his shirt)

DARLENE:  I think I’ll pass up the tea.

65
CARLETON:  Pass up the tattooing while you’re at it.


DARLENE:  Oh no.  You’re not going to talk me out of it.  I know what I want.  I want to be made


        Exotic.  No man is ever going to call me dull and uninteresting again.  I’ll show him.


CARLETON:  Is that why you’ve been crying?  Because some man said you were uninteresting.


DARLENE: Do you think I’ve been crying?

70
CARLETON:  You look like you’ve been crying


DARLENE:  Are my eyes all puffy?  I ate it when my eyes get all puffy.


CARLETON:  What’s your name?


DARLENE:  There’s no need to get intimate.  I just want a tattoo.


CARLETON:  I just asked.

75
DARLENE:  If I wanted counselling, I could have gone to the YWCA.


CARLETON:  You certainly would have been better off there than running around deserted docks at


        two o’clock in the morning.


DARLENE:  My name is Darlene and it’s not two o’clock in the morning.


        (CARLETON pulls out a silver picket watch and snaps it open.)

80
CARLETON:  Not in Hawaii, it’s not.  But here it’s 1:47 . . .  But then Boston has always been a bit


        behind the rest of the world.


DARLENE:  I didn’t realist it was that late.


CARLETON:  If you missed it the first time, it’ll come around again.

PART II

AUSTRALIAN DRAMA (pre 1960)

You are to write an essay on ONE of the following questions about Australian Drama (pre 1960).  You are to relate you answers to the set text you have studied and focus on the text and context of drama in performance.

Write your essay in the space provided.  Use the extra paper provided if you need more space.

The writing space begins on the next page.

______________________________________________________________________________________

1. “Theatre is a reflection of its time.”

Discuss this statement with detailed reference to the set Australian text you have studied, making specific links between the text in performance and its context.

OR

2. An actor must always prepare for a character role.  With reference to the set Australian text you have studied, choose ONE character and discuss how you, the actor, would prepare for the role and how this would effect your portrayal of the character on stage in performance.

END OF EXAMINATION
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